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WILLARD WIRTZ TO DELIVER NATHANSON LECTURE

w.

Willard Wirtz, Distinguished Visiting Professor at the

University of San Diego School of Law, will deliver the seventh
annual Nathaniel L. Nathanson Memorial Lecture, entitled "Human
Rights in the Work Place," on Tuesday, March 19, at 4:30 p.m. in
the Grace Courtroom at the law school.
Wirtz has been a chief architect of U.S. labor law as a
scholar, an arbitrator and a policymaker.

He was appointed U.S.

Secretary of Labor by President John F . Kennedy in 1962 and
served in the post until 1969.
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During his tenure, he helped

bring about passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, enactment of
the Occupational Safety and Health Act and the first Executive
Order giving federal employees collective bargaining rights.
Wirtz joined Kennedy's Cabinet after serving for a year as
Undersecretary for the Department of Labor.

Before that, he was

active in politics, working on three successive presidential
campaigns for Adlai Stevenson, his close friend and eventual law
partner in the firm Stevenson, Rifkind and Wirtz.

He began his

public service career during World War II, first at the Board of
Economic Warfare and later, the National War Labor Board, where
he arbitrated strikes and wage disputes between companies and
unions.
-more-
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But Wirtz's first love was education and he has spent most
of his life teaching, beginning in 1933, when he instructed
first-generation immigrants in American history and English
literature at Beloit College in Wisconsin.
f

After graduating from

Harvard Law School in 1937, he taught law at the University of
Iowa and then Northwestern University School of Law, where he was
a professor of labor law from 1946 until 1961.
Asked recently to look back on his proudest achievements,
Wirtz said, "I've had a peripatetic career, but I like best being
recognized as a teacher

the only completely honest business

I've ever been in, and one of life's ultimate pleasures."
The Nathanson Lecture Series was inaugurated in 1984 with an
address by then-U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens.

It

was established to honor the memory of Professor Nathaniel L.
(

Nathanson, a Distinguished Professor of Law at USD from 1977
until his death in 1983, who was acclaimed for his work in the
areas of constitutional law, civil liberties and human rights.
Admission to the lecture is free.

A reception will follow

in the Faculty Lounge on the second floor of the Law School.
further information, please contact Susan Saxton Cellar, 2604692, or Kate Callen, 260-4682.
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